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Medical  Ofl&cer  of  Health’s  Annual  Report  and 
Tabular  Statistics  for  1910. 

(ABBREVIATED). 


Table  I.  BIRTHS  and  DEATHS. 


Births. 

Deaths  under  1 year  old. 

Total  Deaths. 

YEAR. 

Population. 

No. 

Kate  per  iOOO 
of 

Population. 

No. 

Rate  per  1000 
of 

Births. 

No. 

Rate  per  1000 

of 

Population. 

1900 

4618 

108 

23-3 

11 

101-8 

63 

13.64 

1901 

5074 

122 

24-2 

9 

73-7 

66 

13.0 

1902 

>9 

129 

25-4 

14 

108-5 

72 

14.1 

1903 

99 

130 

25  6 

10 

76-9 

62 

12-2 

1904 

99 

131 

258 

8 

61-0 

55 

10-8 

1905 

99 

117 

2305 

6 

51-2 

41 

808 

1906 

99 

128 

25-22 

9 

70-3 

71 

13-99 

1907 

99 

116 

22-86 

14 

120-6 

75 

14-75 

1908 

99 

118 

23-25 

5 

423 

57 

11-23 

1909 

99 

125 

24-63 

7 

56-0 

46 

9-06 

Average  of 

foregoing 

122-4 

24-33 

9-3 

76-23 

60-8 

12-08 

1910 

5074 

110 

21-67 

6 

81.8 

71 

13-99 

There  were  6 Deaths  of  Borough  persons  in  the  Rural  District,  viz.  : 
in  the  Union  Workhouse  and  at  the  Isolation  Hospital,  and  the 
number  of  deaths  71  includes  12  cases  of  death  at  the  Cottage 
Hospital  of  which  8 did  not  belong  to  the  Borough, 

Making  the  Total  Figures  attributable  to  the  District  . . 

69 

13-59 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  in  Borough— 1901  Census  . . 1185, now  estimated  at  1577 

Average  Number  of  Persons  per  House  . . . . . . . . 4*3  „ 3‘9 


Table  2 does  not  apply  to  Chippenham. 

Table  3.  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING  YEAR. 


Sent  to 

No. 

Isolation 

Hospital. 

Diphtheria  (including  Membranous  croup).  . 

7 

6 

Erysipelas 

5 

• . 

Scarlet  Fever. . 

2 

2 

Tuberculosis  . . 

2 

Totals 

16 

8 

Table  4.  CAUSES  OF.  AND  AGES  AT.  DEATH. 


CAUSE. 

Total 

No. 

Age 

s; 

Under  1 

1 to  5 

u to  15 

15  to  25 

25  to  65 

65  or 

above 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

2 

1 

1 

• « 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tuberculosis) 

3 

• . 

• t 

• • 

2 

1 

Other  Tuberculosis  diseases 

3 

1 

• • 

1 

1 

• . 

Cancer  (2  at  Cottage  Hospital)  . . 

1 

• • 

• • 

. , 

Bronchitis  . . 

12 

1 

11 

Pneumonia  (2  at  Cottage  Hospital) 

6 

2 

1 

• • 

1 

2. 

Other  diseases  of  Respiratory  organa 

1 

• . 

« • 

• • 

• . 

1 

Premature  Birth  (1  at  Cottage  Hospital). . 

3 

3 

• • 

• • 

. . 

• . 

Heart  Diseases  (1  at  Cottage  Hospital)  . . 

12 

* • 

• • 

1 

5 

6 

Accidents  . . 

1 

• • 

1 

• • 

• • 

All  other  causes  (6  at  Cottage  Hospital  . . 

25 

2 

1 

• • 

11 

11 

Total 

69 

9 

3 

3 

• • 

22 

32 

Table  5.  INFANTILE  MORTALI FY  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Common  Infectious  diseases,  1 viz.  1 Death  in  2n.l  month 

Wasting  Diseases,  5 

5 2 

99 

in  1st  week 

1 

99 

in  2nd  month 

Births 

Deaths 

2 

99 

in  3rd  month 

Legitimate 

107 

8 

Tuberculous  disease 

1 

99 

in  10th  month 

Illegitimate 

3 

1 

Other  causes,  2 viz 

1 

99 

in  8th  month 

1 

99 

in  10th  month 

BOROUGH  OF  CHIPPENHAM. 

Medical  Officer’s  Annual  Report  for  1910. 

Gentlemen, 

Physical  p'eafures.  Through  the  Town  runs  a bend  of  the  River  Avon  entering  at  the  South 
East,  looping  round  on  the  North,  and  passing  out  at  the  South.  The  Eastern  half  of  the  River  bend  is 
at  a higher  level  than  the  Western  half,  being  kept  up  6 or  8 feet  by  a Mill  and  Weir  near  the  Town 
Brido-e.  Most  of  the  new  Houses  have  been  erected  on  the  North  side  of  the  River.  Into  the  Southern 
portion  of  the  Town  runs  a branch  of  the  Wilts  and  Berks  Canal  at  a higher  level  than  the  River  and 
not  communicating  with  it.  The  Canal  is  now  little  used.  The  Town  lies  in  a valley,  having  higher 
ground  on  every  side,  still,  almost  everywhere  it  stands  well  above  the  River  level  and  has  well  marked 
regular  slopes  towards  each  part  of  the  stream. 

The  soil  of  the  Town  is  corn  brash,  to  the  South-East  and  West  of  the  Town  the  corn  brash  is 
covered  in  many  parts  with  a considerable  depth  of  Oxford  clay. 

Indusiries.  The  principal  Industries  are,  in  the  Southern  portion,  2 Milk  Factories,  a Cloth 
Factory,  and  in  the  Northern  portion  a large  Iron  Works,  2 Bacon  Curing  Companies,  and  a smaller 
Iron  VVorks,  none  of  these  w'orks  or  occupations  influences  the  public  health. 

The  increasing  population  within  the  past  ten  years  has  demanded  an  increase  in  house  accommo- 
dation for  working  class  people,  private  enterprise  has  resulted  in  the  building  of  a large  number  of  new 
Houses,  and  these  have  been  supplemented  by  a private  company  who  build  a large  number  of  good  class 
artizan  dwellings  ^ust  without  the  Urban  District  ^ these  new  .^tieets  are  all  dh  feeu  wide. 

The  Urban  houses  are  inspected  by  your  Surveyor  before  occupation,  the  plans  being  submitted  to 
vou  before  erection.  There  is  now  little'^difflculty  for  a family  to  obtain  a suflBciently  large  house  provi- 
ded they  can  pay'^  the  rent. 

During  the  past  year  trade  has  been  better  in  Chippenham,  there  has  not  been  so  much  want  from 
unemployment,  the  building  trade  being  particularly  active. 

•No  action  has  been  taken  or  needed  under  Parts  1,  2,  & 3,  respectively,  of  the  Housing  of  the 
Working  Classes  Act. 

Wafer  Supply.  This  is  derived  from  a well  the  property  of  the  Authority,  the  quality  as  shown 
by  Analysis  taken  from  time  to  time  is  excellent  and  the  quantity'-  is  abundant.  It  is  distributed  over  trie 
whole  district  in  pipes  and  is  not  liable  to  have  plumbo-solvent  action.  For  some  y'ears  at  uncertain 
times,  conditions,  and  places,  a quantity  of  rust  was  found  in  the  water,  also  a peculiar  smell  was  discern- 
ble.  To  remedy  these  conditions  if  possible  your  Council  called  in  the  aid  of  Dr.  Rideal,  I beg  to  append 
his  report. 

mUk  Supply.  This  part  of  Wiltshire  being  a great  dairy  district  it  is  not  surprising  that  we 
find  here  excellent  and  abundant  milk  on  sale.  There  are  nine  Milksellers  registered— the  milk  is  in 
most  cases  brought  into  the  Town  in  cans  from  the  various  farms.  These  farms,  as  well  as  the  Milk 
Shops  themselves,  are  inspected  by  your  Medical  Officer.  They  were  found  to  be  in  good  order.  • No 
imported  milk  is  used.  No  sample  of  milk  has  been  examined  for  evidence  of  Tubercle.  One  Dairyman 
has  his  cows  examined  for  Tubercle  periodically  by'- Mr.  Williams,  M.R.C.V.S.  Ail  the  dairies  in  the 
Urban  District  use  the  town  water.  I have,  when  inspecting  the  country  dairies  sending  milk  for  con- 
sumption in  Chippenham,  enquired  into  the  quality  of  the  water  used  for  dairy  purposes,  1 have  not  con- 
sidered it  necessary  to  send  it  up  lor  Analysis. 

The  dairy  industries  is  an  important  one  in  our  district.  'Ihe  Anglo  Swiss  and  Nestle  Company 
take  a very  large  amount  for  manufacturing  purposes,  they  have  been  established  here  for  many  y'ears 
and  employ  their  own  Inspector  to  visit  and  report  upon  the  condition  of  the  farms  and  cattle  supplying 
them  with  milk. 

During  the  past  year  a new  milk  company  has  been  formed  “ The  Wiltshire  Farmers  ” they  pro- 
pose to  send  some  of  the  milk  they  take  to  London  for  supplying  the  retail  trade,  then  what  is  left  will 
be  made  into  cheese  in  Chippenham.  I presume  steps  will  be  taken  to  ensure  the  purity  of  the  milk. 
The  company  is  hardly  in  working  order  yet.  The  buildings  and  water  supply  are  all  that  can  be  desired. 

Other  Snoods.  There  is  an  excellent  supply  of  first  quality  butchers  meat  to  be  found  in  this 
Town.  There  is  also  good  foreign  meat  sold,  wholesome  in  quality.  Your  Officers,  aided  by  the  police, 
do  all  in  their  power  to  prevent  the  flesh  of  diseased  animals  being  sold.  The  meat  and  fish  sold  in  the 
Market  Place  is  frequently  inspected  by  myself  and  the  slaughter-houses  are  also  inspected.  No  legal 
proceedings  have  been  taken,  nor  were  they  needed.  The  Wiltshire  Bacon  Factory  has  been  regularly 
inspected  by  myself,  and  the  bacon  for  export  examined.  These  premises  are  all  that  can  be  desired  and 
are  entirely  free  from  nuisance.  Your  Council  have  made  no  arrangement  for  the  inspection  of  meat 
except  such  inspections  as  are  made  by  Mr.  Adams  and  myself.  There  are  10  ordinary  slaughter-houses, 
these  are  visited  about  four  times  a year.  There  are  besides,  two  large  bacon  curing  establishments,  these 
are  inspected  more  frequentl}'.  No  carcases  have  been  condemned. 

^ish  /nspeeiions.  The  inspection  of  Fish  is  also  carried  out,  including  that  which  is  exposed  for 
sale  in  the  Market  Place. 

Sewerage.  An  extensive  system  of  sewerage  on  approved  methods  has  been  in  use  for  some  five 
years  now  throughout  the  whole  Town,  these  works  are  giving  satisfaction  and  producing  a good  effluent. 
The  outfall  and  tanks  are  under  the  care  of  an  expert  workman,  acting  under  the  advice  and  instruction 
of  your  Surveyor  (Mr.  Adams.)  There  have  been  complaints  of  smells  from  these  tanks  which  have  been 
dealt  with  as  far  as  possible  at  the  time.  The  whole  of  the  sewerage  of  the  Town  ultimate!}'  reach  this 
sewerage  system.  25  yards  of  new  Sewer  has  been  laid  in  the  High  Street,  35  yards  in  the  Butts,  and 
35  yards  in  River  Street,  ventilated  with  Manholes  and  ventilating  columns,  all  the  Sewers  are  laid  to 
give  a self-cleansing  velocity.  There  are  approximately  1085  houses  in  the  Town,  of  these  717  have 
water  closets  with  cisterns,  373  have  water  closets  without  cisterns,  31  have  privies  with  moveable 
receptables,  10  have  privies  with  fixed  receptables.  The  two  latter  classes  cf  Sanitary  convenience  are  to 
be  found  in  what  we  may  call  the  rural  portion  of  the  district,  the  policy  of  the  Board  is  to  cause  them  to 
disappear  ; during  the  past  year  4 were  changed,  in  1909  51  were  changed,  in  1908  12  were  so  changed 
into  water  closets.  The  Council  do  not  permit  the  erection  of  Sanitary  conveniences  other  than  water 
closets  in  new  buildings. 


ffouse  Refuse  and  Scavenging.  This  work  is  carried  out  by  your  Council,  refuse  being  re- 
moved 3 times  a week  from  all  parts  of  the  Town. 

Lodging  Kouses.  There  are  two  Lodging  Houses  registered,  these  have  been  inspected  by  me. 

Offensive  Trades.  There  are  no  offensive  trades  carried  on  in  this  Town. 

The  Public  Elementary  Schools  have  been  inspected  and  the  Sanitary  conditions  and  Water 
Supply  of  the  Schools  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

During  the  last  year  I have  attended  your  Committee  Meetings  and  reported  the  Zymotic  cases 
notified  during  the  preceding^month. 

Special  inspections  were  also  made  at  the  homes  or  districts  where  epidemic  disease  was  present  or 
had  been  present,  and  as  a result  several  unhealthy  conditions  were  removed.  Printed  instructions  for 
disinfection  were  distributed  at  every  house  where  infectious  disease  was  present,  and  on  the  removal  of 
the  patient  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  or  the  recovery  of  the  patient,  the  rooms  were  fumigated  by  your 
Surveyor. 

Rotifieahon  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  A recent  order  of  the  Local  Government  Board  com- 
pels District  Medical  Officers  to  notify  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  among  poor  persons  under  their 
care,  and  this  order  came  into  force  on  January  1st,  1908.  I expect  the  order  foreshadows  a general 
notification  of  all  cases  of  consumption.  Two  cases  were  notified  this  year. 

TRldrvives  jdef.  My  attention  has  not  been  called  to  any  breach  of  rules  governing  midwives 
working  in  your  district. 

Infant  TRortalify.  The  number  of  deaths  among  infants  under  1 year  old,  does  not  call  for  com- 
ment from  me.  I have  distributed  to  mothers  a small  Pamphlet  giving  advice  upon  the  feeding  and 
management  of  children  which  I think  have  been  of  use. 

Inspeetton  of  School  Children.  The  scljool  children  are  inspected  by  Medical  Officers  appointed 
b)  the  County  Council.  My  relations  with  these  Officers  are  intimate  and  cordial. 

Incidence  of  Disease.  The  Tables  I have  read  to  you  are  so  complete  in  the  information  they 
give  that  little  is  left  for  me  to  draw  your  attention  to.  In  Table  I we  find  the  lowest  number  of  births 
regi^ered  since  1900  ; this  I think  may  in  part  be  accounted  for  by  the  want  of  work  here  during  the 
r n’  5’oung  people  postponed  marriage  till  trade  was  better.  In  Table  3 we  find  7 cases 

of  Diphtheria  notified,  six  of  these  were  treated  in  the  Isolation  Hospital,  all  recovered  ; these  cases  were 
distributed  over  the  whole  area.  This  disease  does  not  seem  to  be  so  prevalent  in  the  old  part  of  the 
Town  as  in  the  new,  one  case  was  an  imported  one,  there  was  no  noteworthy  outbreak,  nor  could  the  dis- 
ease in  many  instances  be  accounted  for  or  attributed  to  any  common  cause.  There  were  2 cases  in 
January,  2 in  March,  1 in  July,  1 in  August,  and  1 in  October.  Two  cases  of  Scarlatina  were  notified 
in  January,  the  children  lived  near  each  other,  both  attended  the  same  school,  both  were  removed  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital,  both  recovered,  the  disease  did  not  spread.  Two  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified 
voluntary.  ^ There  is  no  special  accommodation  in  either  Hospital  or  Infirmary  for  treating  Tuberculosis, 
but  the  VV^insley  Sanatorium  admits  Wiltshire  cases  under  certain  conditions  and  payments. 

. p ^iotification  of  Births  i^ct,  1907,  has  not  been  adopted.  I have  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the 

infant  mortality  is  higher  than  it  ought  to  be. 

Infectious  Disease.  In  jmur  district,  upon  the  receipt  of  a notification  either  of  Scarlatina  or 
Diphtheria  (if  the  friends  of  the  patient  are  willing)  the  case  is  removed  in  an  ambulance  in  charge  of  a 
nurse,  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  The  house  or  room  is  disinfected  as  soon  after  the  removal  as  possible 
Inspector,  rooms  have  been  fumigated  with  Sulphur  Dioxide  (S02)  after  infectious  disease, 
and  in  every  case  the  premises  have  been  thoroughly  inspected  by  Mr.  Adams,  your  Surveyor. 

In  company  with  your  Surveyor  I made  a systematic  inspection  of  the  whole  district,  special  atten- 
tion being  given  to  the  courts  and  yards,  all  of  which,  save  one,  are  paved  with  impervious  material.  I 
observed  the  large  number  of  connections  which  have  been  made  between  houses  and  the  new  sewers, 
Mr.  Adams  also  drew  my  attention  to  the  sewer  gradients.  As  a result  of  these  inspections  a consider- 
able number  of  nuisances  were  discovered  and  removed.  I found  the  river  free  from  Pollution,  the  water 
clear  and  the  banks  free  from  deposit  or  sediment.  All  the  factories,  workshops  and  workplaces  have 
been  inspected  and  found  in  good  order,  also  the  bakehouses.  There  is  no  underground  bakehouse  in  the 
I own.  There  are  7 large  works  which  are  reported  upon  to  the  Home  Office,  besides  these  I have  inspected 
small  workshops  and  establishments  for  making  wearing  apparel.  I found  all  in  good  order,  I have 
also  inspection  the  newly  erected  Skating  Rink  and  made  some  suggestions  to  your  Committee. 

There  has  not  been  any  imported  labour  brought  into  the  district  for  picking  hops,  fruit  and  peas. 

Isolation  Hospital.  This  Hospital  was  in  use  most  months  of  the  year.  During  the  time  it  was 
closed  the  interval  was  utilized  for  a general  clean  up,  thorough  disinfection,  the  addition  of  a new 
Boulton’s  Earthenware  Bath,  and  the  carrying  out  of  some  necessary  repairs.  It  has  been  proposed  to 
paint  the  ambulance  inside  and  varnish  the  whole  of  it  in  the  near  future.  Last  year  I reported  to  the 
Joint  Committee  that  the  wards  for  the  treatment  of  Diphtheria  were  not  all  times  sufficiently  large  for 
the  number  of  patients  seeking  admission,  and  steps  have  been  taken  to  improve  and  increase  the  accom- 
rnodation.  26  patients  have  been  admitted  during  the  year,  and  of  these  8 came  from  the  Urban  district 
viz  :-'-2  cases  of  Bcarlatina  and  6 of  Diphtheria,  whilst  8 came  from  the  Rural  district,  viz -14  cases  of 
Diphtheria,  and  4 cases  of  Scarlatina.  Hurse  Warren  is  still  acting  as  Matron,  she  continues  to  enjoy 
the  entire  confidence  of  those  working  for  and  with  her.  I wish  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking 
those  who  kindly  sent  toys,  books,  illustrated  papers,  and  children’s  clothes  to  the  Hospital,  also  the 
Wiltshire  Ladies’  Guild  for  needlework,  all  are  much  appreciated,  children’s  clothes  are  most  useful,  the 
Matron  is  often  sa,dly  perplexed  to  find  garments  for  the  little  ones  when  they  are  about  to  leave  the 
warm  wards  for  their  draughty  cottage  home. 

^ These,  Gentlemen,  are  some  of  the  more  important  Sanitary  matters  which  have  engaged  your 
attention,  and  the  attention  of  your  Officers  during  the  past  year.  I have  to  thank  Mr.  Adams  for  his 
ready  aid  and  prompt  action  in  dealing  with  many  small  matters  which  did  not  come  before  you. 

I have  the  honour  to  remain. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  T.  BRISCOE,  M.D.,  B.A. 


January  27  th,  1911. 
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